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Messiah Lutheran Church 

MessiahFairview.org 
 (440) 331-2405 

 

Welcome to worship!  We are delighted you are here and have 
chosen to worship today.  We believe the Holy Spirit of God gathers 
us together as one.  May you be strengthened through his word and 
the promise in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The mission statement of Messiah Church is:  Drawing in to Christ, 
Building up in Christ, Sending out for Christ.  Our aim is to love 
each other as Christ has loved us all.  We continue to encourage 
sensible social distancing.  If you wish to wear a mask, please do 
so.  If you are feeling ill, please take precautions and consider 
worshipping via the livestream ministry of Messiah.  Online services 
can be found at MessiahFairview.org; click "watch services" 
online.   
 

Holy Communion is shared at every worship service.  The sacrament 
of holy communion is central to our worship life.  If you are a first-
time worshipper here, know that you are invited to receive and 
partake in the sharing of holy communion.  
 

                 Introduction to The Day 
 

The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long 
prayer Jesus prays for his followers in John’s gospel on the night 
before his death, and always includes Jesus’ desire that his followers 
will be one as he and the Father are one. This oneness is not mere 
doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but mutual abiding, 
interpenetrating life, mutual love, and joy. This oneness is the work 
of the Spirit whom we have received but also await. Come, Holy 
Spirit!  
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Seventh Sunday of Easter 

May 12, 8:30 & 11 am 
 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

Prelude                                         Hyfrydol                       by David Cherwien 

Gathering 
Stand and turn to face the cross of Christ at the Entrance to the Sanctuary 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism                                                          

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, 
      our Easter and our joy. 
C Amen. 
P    Look, here is water! 
C   Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

P    Immersed in the promises of baptism, 
      let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
      We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
      your voice thundered over the deep 
      and water became the essence of life. 
      Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
      The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
      Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
       into freedom’s land. 
       In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
       entered your boundless baptismal life. 
       Look, here is water! 
C    Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

P     At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 
        and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
        By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
        you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
        freeing us to live as Easter people. 
        We rejoice with glad hearts, 
        giving all honor and praise to you, 
        through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 
        in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
        Amen. 
P      Look, here is water! 
C     Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

Gathering Hymn                  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus                      ELW 392 

                                                                                                   Stanzas 1-4 
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C And also with you. 
 

Canticle of Praise                                                                          
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Prayer of the Day  

P  Let us pray, 
       Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by 

the powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit 
transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 

Word 
First Reading Acts 1: 15-17, 21-26 

15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd 
numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the 
scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—17for 
he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 
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 21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the 
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of 
John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must 
become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, 
Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and 
Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. 
Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this 
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own 
place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he 
was added to the eleven apostles. 
 

P The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 1                   

 
 

 

1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 
 2Their delight is in the law | of the LORD, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night.       Refrain 
 

 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due 
season, with leaves that | do not wither; 
  everything they | do shall prosper. 
 4It is not so | with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 
 6For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed.                  Refrain 
 
 

Second Reading                                                     1 John 5: 9-13 

9If we receive human testimony; the testimony of God is greater; for this is 
the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those who believe 
in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not 
believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that 
God has given concerning his Son. 11And this is the testimony: God gave us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; 
whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
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 13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, 
so that you may know that you have eternal life. 
 

P The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
 

Gospel Acclamation  
All sing refrain                            Celtic Alleluia 

 
Choir/Cantor:   I will not leave you orphaned, says the Lord.  I am coming to you. 

(John 14: 18) 
 

All repeat Refrain 
 

Gospel John 17: 6-19 

P  The Holy Gospel according to John. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave 
me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they 
have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is 
from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and 
they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they 
have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 
because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have 
been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are 
in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 
name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have 
given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one 
destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am 
coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have 
my joy made complete in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and 
the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I 
do not belong to the world. 15I am not asking you to take them out of the 
world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16They do not 
belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.  
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17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into 
the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes I 

sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
P The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 
 

Sermon Chris Neumann 
 

Silence for Reflection; Stand 
 

Hymn of the Day                  Rise, O Sun of Righteousness         ELW 657 

Nicene Creed                                                                              
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
         maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

         he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the   
         Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
         and became truly human. 
         For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
         he suffered death and was buried. 
         On the third day he rose again 
         in accordance with the scriptures; 
         he ascended into heaven 
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
         He will come again in glory to judge the living  
         and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic  
church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

A Lord, in your mercy. . .  
C   Hear our prayer 
 

Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   

 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
You may be seated 
 

The Lord’s Supper 

Music at the Offering      
Joy Ringers                 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Sky     arr. Jason W. Krug  
                                                                                             (ASCAP)(8:30) 
Choir                          Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me  arr. K. Lee Scott (11:00) 
 
Stand as the Offerings are brought forward 

Offertory:    
                                 We Have Seen the Lord                                ELW 869 
                 Cantor sings the Leader part; Congregation sings the Assembly part. 
 

If the Lord so moves you, you can make an offering by text to 855-913-1744 or by visiting our 
online giving portal at tinyurl.com/giveMLC 
 

 

A Risen One, 
C    you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
       May the gifts that we offer here 
       be signs of your abiding love. 
       Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
       through Jesus Christ, our true vine.      Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 



10 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name 
 and join their unending hymn:  
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

 
P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father.  Endless is your mercy   and 

eternal your reign. (the prayer continues)  For as often as we eat of this 
bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes. 

 

 
P   Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 
      we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 
      And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 
      we await his coming in power 
      to share with us the great and promised feast. 
C    Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
       that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 
      may live to the praise of your glory 
      and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
C    Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
P Join our prayers with those of your servants 
      of every time and every place, 
      and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high 
      priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
     Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory 
     and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those, who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

Sit 
 
 

Communion 
 
Concerning the sacrament — Holy Communion is Christ’s gift to his 
Church, his true body and blood given with bread and wine for us to eat 
and drink. Here Christ confirms in us the benefits of his death and 
resurrection. He forgives our sins, refreshes our lives, and promises our 
salvation.  
 

We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized and communing Christians 
who share this faith. In receiving, please follow the lead of the people around 
you. Gluten-free hosts are available for those who need them. Quietly ask 
the Pastor for the Gluten-free host.   
 

If coming forward not to commune but to receive a blessing, approach the 
Pastor with your arms crossed. If you are physically unable to come 
forward, simply let an usher or deacon know you would like to receive 
communion at your seat. 
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Distribution Hymns  
 

                                   Come, Holy Spirit, Descend                         ACS 980 

 
 

 

                             For the Bread Which You Have Broken           ELW 494 
 

Stand after all have communed 
 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 
in his grace.  

C Amen. 
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Post Communion Prayer 

P    Shepherding God, 
       you have prepared a table before us 
       and nourished us with your love. 
       Send us forth from this banquet 
       to proclaim your goodness 
       and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
       our redeemer and friend. 
C    Amen. 
 

Sending 
Blessing 

P     Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C     Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P      The God of resurrection power, 
         the Christ of unending joy, 
         and the Spirit of Easter hope 

       ☩ bless you now and always.    Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn  

                                               Christ Is the King!                          ELW 662 
 
P Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
C Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 

 

Postlude                  Lord of Glory, Who Hast Bought Us           by Paul Manz  
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Serving Today 

 
Preaching Minister – Chris Neumann 

 
 Presiding Minister – Rev. Seth Bridger 

 
Assisting Minister – Janice Snyder 

 
Acolyte – Paige Neuman (8:30) 

 
Deacons – Amy & Mark Hunger (11:00) 

 
Choir Director & Coordinator of Music Ministry – Deborah Zudell-Dickey 

 
Joy Ringers – Ruth King 

 
Cantor – Ruth King 

 
Principal Organist – Michael Cherup 

 
Altar Guild – Diane Paton, Martha Trapp 

 

 

 

 

 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019. 

Permission to stream/print the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE.NET, License #A-702571. 

Rise, O Sun of Righteousness, Text: copyright © 2003 Augsburg Fortress. 
We Have Seen the Lord, Tr. Jeff Sartain; Tr. and arr. © 2003 Concordia Publishing House. 
Used by permission. 
Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Sky, arr. Jason W. Krug, copyright © 2015 Choristers Guild. All 
rights reserved. 
Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me, arr. K. Lee Scott, copyright © 2003 Augsburg Fortress, from 
Augsburg Easy Choirbook, Vol. One. Come, Holy Spirit, Descend, Text and Music: John L. 
Bell; Text and music © 1992, 1995 WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 
Christ is the King! Text © Oxford University Press; Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship , 
admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus, Valerie Shields, copyright © 2008 Augsburg Fortress  
HYFRYDOL, Henry Coleman, copyright © 1953 Oxford University Press 
Rise, O Sun of Righteousness, copyright © James Biery, 2007 Augsburg Fortress 
For the Bread Which You Have Broken, David Lasky, copyright © 2008 Augsburg Fortress  
Christ Is the King! Frederick Frahm, copyright © 2007 Augsburg Fortress  
Lord of Glory, Who Hast Bought Us by Paul Manz, copyright © 1962 Concordia Publishing House 
Mixolydian Tune by Christopher Uehlein, copyright © 1993 Augsburg Fortress  
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In Our Prayers 

• For Easter joy to carry over into Pentecost celebrations as the church 
continues to bear witness to the redeeming life of Christ. 

 

• In remembrance of life for the faithfulness and the Light of Christ 
which showed through Gertrude "Trudy" Gustke and Stephen 
"Steve" Ruetschi.  Trudy passed away in the Lord this past Monday 
and Steve passed away early this past Tuesday morning.   

 

• For the Senior Pastor Call process, that the Holy Spirit guide the 
discernment of candidates and those serving on the Pastoral Call 
Committee: Sam Gmetro, John Hayduk, Jay Machado, Kathy 
Neumann, Allison Younger-Waugaman, and Karen Wolf.    

 

• For those with health concerns:  Janice Snyder, Chip Difiore, Carol 
Markus, Cliff Preuss, Edna Martin, Ray Durban, Nancy 
Kaska, Jacqueline Kaska, Andrew Boraggina, Sue Nerlinger, Maddie 
Polenz, Kristy Younger, Rev. Gerry Miller (former Pastor with 
Messiah Lutheran) and his son Michael, Liz Dimmock, Nina 
Long, Evelyn and Churchill Ward, Marc Heidmann, Officer 
Nickolas, Baby Miles, Carla (friend of Rita-Ann Shaffer), and those 
quietly receiving medical treatments and those living with addictions. 

 

 This Week’s Commemorations 

May 18—Erik, d. 1160, the king who established Christianity in Sweden.   
 

 
God’s Word for Next Week 

Day of Pentecost 

Acts 2: 1-21; Psalm 104: 24-34, 35b; Romans 8: 22-27,  
John 15: 26-27;16: 4b-15 

We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for worship next week. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Pastor – The Rev. Seth C. Bridger 

Pastoral Assistant – Deaconess Ruth Mortensen 
Choir Director & Coordinator of Music Ministry – Deborah Zudell-Dickey 

Principal Organist – Michael Cherup 
Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Technology Manager – Jared Waugaman 

Building Manager – Jason Reynolds 
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator & Pierstorf College Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
Communications Coordinator – Sarah Heinsbergen 

Bookkeeper & Pierstorf College Fund Business Manager – Lisa Daley 
Administrative Assistant – Diane Ward 

 

 
To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
mailto:school@messiahfp.org

